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NOTICE TO TAX SALE PURCHASERS 

OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS GOVERNING THE ANNUAL TAX SALE 

OF JUNE 15, 2026 

AND ADJOURNMENTS OR ASSIGNMENTS THEREOF 

The 2026 annual Tax Sale will be held by the Howard County Treasurer on Monday, June 15, 2026, in 
the Treasurer's Office on the 2nd floor of the Howard County Courthouse, 13 7 N Elm St Cresco, Iowa, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. Bidders will place their bids online. The auction site can be accessed by going to 
www.iowataxauction.com. An adjourned tax sale will be held on any business day following the annual 
tax sale in which there are bidders present and there are parcels still available for sale. 

The following information is provided to assist in the purchase of delinquent taxes during the tax sale. 

1. In order to be eligible to bid on the Howard County Tax Sale, all tax sale bidders must complete 
the following steps:

• Register online at www.iowataxauction.com. No mailed or emailed registrations will be 
accepted. Registration will begin on Monday, May 18, 2026, 12:01 a.m. and end Thursday, 
June 11, 2026. All steps in the registration process must be completed by 11 :59 p.m. on 
June 11, 2026.

• Pay a non-refundable $40.00 registration fee via ACH debit.
• Complete the online W-9 form.

• Assistance with registration and the auction site is available at (800) 800-9588 or 
support@iowataxauction.com.

A Tax Sale Certificate of Purchase and/or a Treasurer's Deed can be set aside by the courts if it is 
determined that the tax sale purchaser was ineligible to bid at the tax sale. The general rule is that 
a tax sale purchaser should never have an interest or lien in the parcel offered for sale. You should 
consult with your legal counsel to determine your right to bid and become a tax sale purchaser. 

If the bidder is an entity, not an individual, the entity must have a federal tax identification number 
and either a designation of agent for service of process on file with the Iowa Secretary of State or a 
verified statement of trade name on file with the Howard County Recorder. Contact the Iowa 
Secretary of State by phone at (515) 281-5204 or the Howard County Recorder by phone at (563) 
547-9210.

All bidders must be 18 years of age or older as of June 15, 2026. 

A W-9 form must be completed electronically by the registration deadline. This information is 
required to issue an accurate 1099-INT form to each certificate holder earning cumulative interest 
equal to or more than $600.00 during the calendar year. This information will also be submitted to 
the Internal Revenue Service and may be needed when filing your Federal and State Income Tax 
returns. 
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